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II. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1. (Previously Presented) A system for calculating discounts on items, the system comprising: 

a processor, and 

a memory, including a program executable by the processor, the program including: 

an estimator configured to allow user selection of at least one item for creating a 
cost quote of total price for a purchase order, each item being a member of an item unit 
with items of a particular kind, the item unit having associated therewith a volume; 

a unit setting module configured to allow setting membership of at least one item 
unit with related item units in at least one first group unit in the purchase order, each first 
group unit having associated therewith a cumulative volume of the at least one item unit 
therein; 

a discount rule module configured to allow setting at least one discount threshold 
for each first group unit in the purchase order, each di scount threshold of a first group 
unit having an associated discounted price given to a user when the discount threshold is 
met; and 

a calculator configured to recommend selection of additional volume to attain a 
next discount threshold. 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein, when an item unit is a member of more than one 
first group unit, the calculator is further configured to determine an allocation of volume of an 
item unit amongst the first group units to achieve a minimized total price. 

3. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the calculator is further configured to determine 
award of an additional discounted price based on achieving a discount threshold in more than one 
first group unit. 
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4. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the calculator is configured to recommend selection 
of additional volume when a volume selected is within a discount variance of the next discount 
threshold. 

5. (Original) The system of claim l t wherein a type of volume is determined by the type of item 
and is chosen from the group comprising: a monetary amount, weight and quantity. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein each first group unit includes more than one 
discount threshold. 

7* (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the discount rule module is further configured to 
allow setting at least one discount threshold for each item unit, each discount threshold for an 
item unit having an associated discounted price, 

8. (Original) The system of claim 7, wherein the calculator is further configured to recommend 
selection of additional volume to attain a next discount threshold for an item unit. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 7, wherein the calculator i s configured to recommend selection 
of additional volume when a volume selected is within a discount variance of the next discount 
threshold for the item unit. 

10. (Original) The system of claim I, wherein the unit setting module is further configured to 
allow setting membership of at least one first group unit into at least one master group unit, and 
the discount rule module is further configured to allow setting one of a discount formula and a 
discount table for each master group unit. 

1 1. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the discount rule module is further configured to 
selectively assign a rank to each discount threshold of each first group unit. 
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1 2* (Original) The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the calculator is further configured to determine a 
discounted price using one of the discount formula and discount table and an achieved rank of at 
least one first group unit. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the one of the discount formula and discount 
table provide a discounted price based on a highest achieved rank for each first group unit. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein a discounted price provided by the one of the 
discount formula and discount table is provided by assigning a discounted price associated with a 
rank higher than any achieved rank to each first group unit. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a coop module configured to allow 
creation of a coop of a plurality of users to pool purchases and cumulatively attain a discounted 
price. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein the discount rule module is further configured to 
set at least one coop discount threshold for each first group unit and each item unit. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein the calculator is configured to recommend 
selection of at least one additional item or additional volume to attain a next discount threshold 
with preference for minimizing the total price of an individual user rather than the coop. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein the coop module is configured to allow an 
administrator to set at least one of: purchase closing time, pricing structure, maximum discount 
threshold available and coop membership rules. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein the unit setting module is further configured to 
allow setting membership of at least one first group unit into at least one roaster group unit, and 
the discount rule module is further configured to allow setting one of a discount formula and a 
discount table for each master group unit. 
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20. (Original) The system of claim 19 # wherein the discount rule module is further configured to 
selectively assign a rank to each discount threshold of each first group unit. 

2 1 . (Original) The system of claim 20, wherein the calculator is further configured to determine a 
discounted price using one of the discount formula and discount table and an achieved rank of at 
least one first group unit. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the one of the discount formula and discount 
table provide a discounted price based on a highest achieved rank for each first group unit. 

23. (Original) The system of claim 22, wherein a discounted price provided by the one of the 
discount formula and discount table is provided by assigning a discounted price associated with a 
rank higher than any achieved rank to each first group unit. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a purchasing module configured to 
permit a user to make a purchase of the selected at least one item. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the unit setting module is further configured to 
allow setting membership of at least one item unit in at least one second group unit, each second 
group unit having associated therewith a cumulative volume of the at least one item unit therein; 

the discount rule module is further configured to allow setting at least one discount 
threshold for each second group unit, each discount threshold of a second group unit having an 
associated discounted price given to a user when the discount threshold is met; and 

the calculator is further configured to recommend selection of additional volume to attain 
a next discount threshold in each second group unit. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein, when an item unit is a member of more than one 
second group unit, the calculator is further configured to determine an allocation of volume of an 
item amongst the second group units to achieve a minimized total price. 

09/718,961 Page 5 of 14 



PAGE 6/15 * RCVD AT 4:17:23 PM [Easton DayOght Time] f SVR:U^>T0^XRF-1/2 * DN1S:8729306 * CSID:518 449 0M7 * DURATION (mm-ss):04^34 



APR.29'2005 15:21 518 449 0047 



HOFFMAN V7ARNICK D ALESSANRO LLC #3254 P. 007 



27. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method for calculating discounts for quotes 
or purchases of items, the method comprising the steps of: 

allowing selection of an item by a user to attain a quote for a purchase order; 

organizing an item available for purchase into an item unit with other items of a particular 
kind and at least one first group unit in the purchase order, the first group including one or more 
item units where the item units are related, each item unit and each group unit having associated 
therewith a volume; 

setting at least one discount threshold for each item unit and each first group unit in the 
purchase order, each discount threshold having an associated discounted price; 

calculating when a volume of an item unit is within a discount variance of a next discount 

threshold for the item unit; 

recommending selection of additional volume to attain the next discount threshold for the 

item unit; 

calculating when a volume of a first group unit is within a discount variance of a next 
discount threshold for the first group unit; and 

recommending selection of additional volume to attain the next discount threshold for the 

first group unit. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 27, wherein the step of organi zing further includes 
organizing at least one first group unit into at least one master group unit that includes one or 
more group units. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 28, further comprising assigning at least one discount 
threshold in each first group unit a rank, and, when the achieved ranks of the first group units of 
the master group unit meet a standard, providing a discounted price associated with a rank higher 
than any achieved rank to each first group unit. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 27, wherein the step of setting at least one discount threshold 
for each item unit and each first group unit includes setting a discount threshold based on one of: 
a monetary amount, weight and quantity. 
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3 1 . (Original) The method of claim 27, further comprising the step of allocating a volume of an 
item unit between more than one first group unit to maximize the discounted price. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 27, further comprising the step of pooling user purchases into 
a coop to cumulatively attain a discount threshold. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 32, wherein steps of recommending includes recommending 
a selection with preference for an individual user rather than the coop. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 27, further comprising allowing a user to make a purchase of 
the selected item. 

35. (Currently Amended) A system for estimating purchase cost of items and making a 
recommendation to attain a discounted price, the system comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory, including a program executable by the processor, the program including: 

a) an estimator configured to allow a user to select multiple items of different 
typ es to attain a total price quote for a purchase order; 

b) an administration module configured to allow organization of each item into at 
least one group unit with related items in the purchase order, each group unit including at 
least one discount threshold that may be attained by selection of a volume of an item 
organized therein; 

c) a discounter including a calculator configured to: 

j) determine a next discount threshold for each group unit in the purchase 

order; and 

ii) recommend selection of additional volume to attain a next discount 
threshold in at least one unit; and 

d) a purchasing module configured to permit a user to make a purchase. 
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